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OR 181808Z MAY 77 
FM AMEMBASSY LONDON 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 4053 
INFO AMEMBASSY OTTAWA 

CONFIDENTIAL LONDON 08249 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: E AIR, UK, AND C A 

SUBJECT: CIV AIR: US-UK BILATERAL QUESTION 

REF: (A) OTTAWA 04008 (B) OTTAWA 3789 FROM AMBASSADOR 
BOYD 

1 . APPRECIATE EMBASSY OTTAWA REPORTING ON BRITISH 
PLANNING TO DIVERT U.S. TRAFFIC TO CANADIAN AIRPORTS 
SHOULD AIR SERVICE BETWEEN THE U.S. AND UK BE 
SUSPENDED AFTER JUNE 22. PLEASE CONTINUE TO MONITOR 
SITUATION. 

2. U.S. NEGOTIATORS WOULD LIKE TO BE IN POSITION TO 
ARRANGE FOR BRITISH TO GET SIGNAL THAT THE CANADIAN 
ALTERNATIVE WILL NOT BE AVAILABLE TO THEM, OR CAN ONLY 
BE USED AT GREAT INCONVENIENCE TO THEIR UK-US PASSENGERS. 

WOULD THEREFORE APPRECIATE ANY EMBASSY IDEAS OF STEPS 
WHICH COULD BE TAKEN WITHOUT SERIOUSLY AFFECTING 
LEGITIMATE CANADIAN-U.S. PASSENGERS. 

3. IN THIS REGARD, DEPARTMENT SHOULD CHECK WHETHER US 
IMMIGRATION AND CUSTOMS PRECLEARANCE FACILITIES IN 
CANADA COULD EFFECTIVELY HANDLE LARGE INCREASE IN CROSS- 
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BOARDER AIR TRAFFIC WITHOUT INCREASE IN STAFF. 
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